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1. Name of Property

historic name Rhce Hill
other names/site number

2. Location

street & number Syatre Road 1449 hnot for publication

city, town  (Grassv Creek |5 Tvicinity

state North Carolina code NC county Granville code )77 zip codey 7507

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property

fx ] private ] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing

[ 1 public-local [ x] district 8 buildings

l:] public-State D site ] sites

[___| public-Federal I:] structure 3 structures
D object objects

9 3 Total
Name of related roperty listi Number of contributing resources previousl
ﬁTstor:Lc an Ageh%tgc TgResources of Granville listed in the National lgegister P y
-0
County, North Carolina
4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomma’uon Drequest for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the

National Regjster of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
3 ?e/sf not meet the National Register criteria. [ Isee continuation sheet.
7

In my op rope
ff /Wr‘ /-29-8&
Date

Signature of certifying official
State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [ Imeets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. [ Isee continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Cenrtification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
[ ]entered in the National Register.
D See continuation sheet.
[ ]determined eligible for the National
Register. DSee continuation sheet.
[ ]determined not eligible for the
National Register.

Dremoved from the National Register.
[ Jother, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action




6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic—single dwelling Domestic—single dwelling

Agriculture/Subsistence Agriculture/Subsistence

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)
foundation __brick

Greek Revival walls brick
roof metal
other woaod

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

B;]See continuation sheet
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Stands of timber, lapped at their rortheasterrn edge by the
waters of the Johrn H. Kery Reservoir, and a paved road frame the
fields and pastures amidst which Rose Hill, Grarnville County’s
orly anmtebel lum brick dwelling, stands. Little changed thraough
the years and maintained in exceptiocral conditioon, the double-
pile, two-story tall, Greelk Revival style, former plartation seat
is approached down a cedar—lined lane cut through spaciocus, well-
groomed  lawns, Outbuildings from the bright leaf tobacco era are
arrayed to its mnorth side and rear. The large brick dwellirng,
set in its striking, graciouns locatior, would have been at home
in Virginia, a state appropriately visible from its expansive
rounds.

Rose Hill is an appropriate mame for the rich red brick, hip
roofed, Greek Revival style dwelling. Three symmetrically placed
bays cross its southern fromt and rovthern rear elevations, while
its side elevations are each marked by twa bays. The entries and
six—over—-six windows set into its thick, five-cowrse, commorn bownd
walls are surmounted by shallow, triavigular pediments. Circles
and  triangles of leaded plass, much of which is original, fill
the sidelights and transom of the fromt entry. They provide the
ornly  relief ivw the otherwise strict symmetry of the dwelling'’s
Greek Revival finish. The present Colormial Revival style front
porchy supported by caluwms, was probably erected late inm the
mineteenth or eearly in the twentieth century, wher the main
entrance was shifted from the scouth to the rooeth o accomodate a
change in the state maintairned rocad. The small colummed side
porch was alsoc probably erected around the same time. A small,
two—-story, brick ell and a glass enclosed atrium at the rear were
added by +the present cwrners, who  acquired awnd  bepan  their
restoraticn of the property in the late 1950s.

Inside, the house’s center hallway and back to back,
flanking rooms  are  finished with similar Greek  Revival style
motifs, both downstairs and above. The suwrounds on both Floors
are fluted with bull?!s—eye cornerblocks. A1l of the martels but
the crossetted one in the west parlor are simply fivished in post
and lintel fashiomi The six—parnel doors downstairs and the two-
parnel doors above have matching soffits. The stairs are pareled
berneath and have scalloped stair ends and an octagornal  handrail,
a shape favared at antebellum properties in the county. Fhysical
evidernce during inmtericor work  indicates that their run was
reversed, probably  whew the fromt entrarnce of the house was
shifted. The first and second floors were little touched over
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the years, aother than the shifting of the stair. They were in
disrepair before the present owners, who refinished the once

dirt—Ffloowred, brick-walled basement, restored them.

Outhuildirgs on the property, set to the rear of the house

C"A'" oo attached sketch mapl and of f of its north side across  a
groomed lawn, a yrow of trees and a farm larne, date from its
teruwre as a bright leaf tobacco farm. Those to the house’s rear
— a frame garage L[DI1 and two frame corvy oribs B and C1 — were
built iri the early twentieth certury and are no lonmpger

covmtributing because their character has been altered. The other
cuthuildings contribute to the property’s evocation of the bright
leaf ara. They include fouwre log tabaces barns [H, I, J and K1
arnd a log striphouse [F1, arnd twao frame buildinps — a packhouse
LG1 and Fformer tenant house [EIT. A1l were raised arouwnd the turn
of the cerntury.



8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

D nationally [:] statewide [}?_I locally
Applicable National Register Criteria [ A [ ]B [ Xc [ |D

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ ]B [ Jc [Ip [ Je [JF [Ja

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance
Architecture circa 1834~ 1937
Agriculture _

Significant Dates

cirea 1834

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

mSee continuation sheet
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Not only  dis Rose Hill the sole swwviving plantation  era

brick dwelling in Granville County, bt

it is also a handsomely

finished, well-maintained and little altered example of the Greek
Revival style. (Bee assoeiated Property Type & — Greek Revival

arid  Romarntic Style Dwellings) Set orm

a large estate with

carefully groomed lawns, expanses of fields and pastures, ard &

lake to its rear, it retairns the graciocus

atmosphere it must have

had during the antebellum years. The brick walls and finish of
the former plantation seat are sigrnificanmt in both material and

desigr. Outside, the dwelling’s brick

enframed openirngs are

crowned  with triangular pediments and its entry is  enframed by
rootnd . and triangular leaded glass elements unigue iv local Greek

Revival style properties. Inside, all

ites rooms and  hallways,

downstairs and above, retairn a full compliment of Greek Revival

stvle decorative motifs, ivecluding post

and lintel arnd crossetted

mantels, fluted and bull’s-—eye cornerblook surrounds and two- and
six—panel doors. Built iv sight of Virginia, in a material and
two—room  deep form much morce commornly found in that  state, it
represents  the county’s close covrnections with  its  rorthern

vieighbor, as well as the way of life

of  a  wealthy, local,

Compled  with its  many

plantaticon era planter. (See associated Historiec Comtext 1 - The
Flantation Era in Granville County, 1746-1865] Its sigrnificance
also  externds beyond the Civil War.
surviving tobacco related ocutbuildings,

including a turv of the

century tenant house, it is significart as the center of a bright
leaf era tobaccoo farm. (See asswociated Historic Context & 0 -
Bright Leaf Tobaceco arnd Rural BGranville County, 1866—-1337, and

associated Froperty Type 6 — Outbuildivngs)

The property has been

inm use as a traditional bright leaf tobaceo farm withinm the past
50 years; its period of sigrificance has been assigrned a clasing

date of 1937, however, because it has
importance within the past half century.

The slaves of Johw Joseph Speed

ot achieved exceptional

(1803-1870) awrd Arir

Strachar Jovies (1807-18%1) — his first wife — made the bricks for

the dwelling on the property and erected
Speed family descerndants. L1l A deed

it in 1834, according to
made by Hevmry Young to a

Johve 8. Speed of Mecklenburg Couwnty, Virginia, for 808 acres of
land in 1830 [Deed RBook 4 Fage 3341 is probably the original
deed for the property. Although the middle initial is "8" rather
tharn "J" o the deed, the location of the land, the similarity of
riames, the lack of other deeds to Speed during the decade and the
fact that he came to Granville from Mecklernburg County suggest

that it is the deed for the property.

(Iv a deed to Jeohn J.
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Speed [Deed Rook 135, Fage 35471 dated 1848 he was referved to  as
Joh S Spead in the index and in the deed as well, unmtil the S
was inked over and converted to o a J.) If the dwelling was indeed

ralsed in 1834, it is the oldest example of the Greek Revival
style in the county. This early appearance of the style would

(Wi be surprising, foor the house was  cormnected to Virginia
through its size, material and, of course, Speed. Find mume o
arntebel lum houwses standing across the Virginia line iry
Mecklernbuwrg anmd Halifax counties exhibit fer earlier corvections
with the Greek Revival style than those swviving in Granville

County. The howese and farm remained in the family uwntil  Johwn
Joseph's son, John 8. Speed, sold his part interest in it in 1205
[Deed Book 58, Flare S971. I'vi 1932 it was purchased by David T.
Wivstorn, one of northern Graaville Cownty? s larvger landowners, as
his residence [Deed RBook 93, Page 1321, The dwelling and farm

were subsequently puwrohased by his grandson, J. Pratt Winstorn, in
1939 [Deed Book 150, Fage 2981. He has restored the intericr and
added & small two-story addition and glass-—walled atrium at the
FEar.

(I Imterview with family descendant, Tom 8peed, October, 13986



9. Major Bibliographical References

Granville County Deeds. Granville County Courthouse, Oxford, N.C.

Interview with Tom Speed, Family descendant, October, 1986.

United States Manuscript Censuses. Microfilm located at Richard H. Thornton Public

Library, Oxford, N.C.

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

Dpreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)
has been requested

Dpreviously listed in the National Register

] previously determined eligible by the National Register

Ddesignated a National Historic Landmark

Drecorded by Historic American Buildings
Survey #

Drecorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

I:]See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:
State historic preservation office
[_Jother State agency

D Federal agency

[ lLocal government

D University

D Other

Specify repository:

10. Geographical Data

approximately >0 acres

Acreage of property

UTM References
7N T O I T RO B T B B
Zone  Easting Northing

claod Lty oy v bbby by

BL o ) Ll L bbb by

Zone  Easting Northing
(s 30 I (O I R RN B I A

@See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

@See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

[X]See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

Marvin A. Brown/Architectural Historian & Patricia Esperon/Historian

nameftitle

organization _Granville County-Oxford Historic Survey

date 8/18/87

street & number _P.0. Box 1556(State Historic Pres, Office) telephone _919-693-1491

city or town Oxford

state _N.C.

zip code _27565
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UTHM REFERENCES

Zowme Easting Northing Zone Easting Neoot hidovg
A 17 713820 L4OQ44T750 I 17 714130 4044600
B 17 713770 4044580 J 17 714030 4044580
C 17 712870 4044140 K 17 714040 4044670
D 17 714280 4044080 L 17 713960 4044670
E 17 714250 444330 M 17 T1E940 4QO44600
= 17 714170 L4O442E0 N 17 713820 4044620
G 17 714110 4O44ED0 0 17 713980 4044780
H 17 714200 4O44TH00

VEREAL BOUNDARY DESCRIFPTION

Begivmirng &t  point A 17 713820 40447530 orn the UBGS
palygoon, where the tree lirne meets the east side of State Road
1442, conmtiviing south  alorng the east side of State Road 1442

approximately L1200 feet to point B 17 713770 4044280 o the
polyor, where the east side of State Road 1448 meets the south
side of the farm larne. Comtiviuing east along the south side  of

the farm lane approximately 1200 feet to point D 17 714280
4044080 on the polygon, where the south side of the farm larne
meets the tree line. Covtiviwing in a straight line worthwest
approximately 600 feet, alowng the edpge of the woods, to point E:
17 714250 4044330 o the poalygor, where the tree livne meets the
20 foot elevation livne (marked on the UBGS polygonm). Coont ivining
alorng the 320 foot elevation line as it twrns west and thew north
approximately 1600 feet tao point o 17 713960 4044670 on the
polygorn, where the 320 foot live meets the tree lirne. Cormt ivuing
i a straight lirne southwest approximately 100 feet, alovmg the
edge of the woaods, to podint M: 17 713940 4044600 on the polygonn,
where the tree line turrns west. Conmtinuing inm a straight line
west approximately 350 feet, alovg the edge of the woods, t o
poivt N: 713820 4044620 on the polygonm where the tree livne turns
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northeast. Cormtinuiyg in & straight line northeast approximately
300 feet, along the edge of the woods, to point O 17 713980
4044780 o the paolygon, where the tree lirne tuwrrns west.
Comtinuing ivn a straight line west, along the edpge of the woods,
approximately 550 feet to the point of origin.

BOUNDARY _JUSTIFICATION

Approximately 50 acres that include the dwelling,
cutbuildings, arnd fields that have been a historic part of the
property, maintain historic integrity and convey the property’s
historic setting are being nomimated for the Natiormal Register.
The remaining acreage has beern excuded because it is vot  Known
with certainty to be historically assocciated with the praperty oo

because it die row woodland and is vio longer used foor Farm
product o, Ir the latter case the land use has substantially
charnged so  that it rwo longer conmtributes to the historic
sigrnificance oy historic  integrity of  the property  as a

plantation era or bright leaf era farm.

The western boundary from UTHM points A to B includes the
dwelling, and fields to its east and excludes property rnot known
with certainty to be historically associated with the house to
its west. The southerrn boundary from UTM points B to D oincludes
the fields to its rnorth and excludes property to its  south  not
kyiowr with  certainty to be historically assocciated with  the
house. The easterrn boundary from UTM poivts D to E includes the

fields to idits west and excludes woodlanmd to its  east. The
eastern  boundary from UTM points E to L includes the fields to
its west and excludes property not cwned by the owner to its

east.’ The rorthern boundary from UTM points - to M, M to N, N
toe 0O and 0O to A irncludes the dwelling, and cutbuildings to  its
south and excludes woodland to its moorth. ‘
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